2	ENGLAND IN THE EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY
The Revo- summons of a Coalition of seven Whig and Tory conspirators,
fected by filial summons called him to defend the country, its Religion,
Tory Oxdi- Liberties and Properties, and had been sent only when the
tlon>	acquittal of the seven Bishops had "brought all Protestants
together and bound them into a knot that could not be un-
tied."^ Those seven Bishops had championed the Tory en-
thusiasm for the exclusive control of politics by Anglicans,
but they had been compelled, not by intention, but by cir-
cumstances, to defend the rights of Parliament against the
Crown, the Corporation and Test Acts against the Dispensing
and Suspending Powers of the King. /As defenders of the
Anglican Church they were supported by the Tories, as
upholders of Parliamentary Law they were favoured by the
Whigs; and thus the initial act of the Revolution was accom-
plished by a Whig and Tory Coalition,
Both	^The Whigs therefore claimed that the Revolution meant
benefit by the safeguarding of liberty and the winning of toleration.
iuteion?v°" They succeeded in establishing the powers of Parliament,
and in publicly condemning the arbitrary interference of the
King in the constitution of the local magistracy and town
corporations. They also secured the benefits of the Declara-
tions of Indulgence, granted by Parliament, instead of by
the King, and without the suspicion that they were "to be
hugged now, that they might the better be squeezed at
another time."s To the Tories, who made little use of the
word liberty, and hated that of toleration, the Revolution
meant the maintenance of the position of the Anglican
Church; the exclusion of Catholics from politics and from
the Universities, in both of which James had endeavoured
to place them. The Whigs and Tories were thus united in
common hostility to the Catholic James, but their union was
an act of necessity, without real foundation; their resistance
to James was largely dictated by the fact that his reign
meant to both parties exclusion from political and social
dominance. To Whigs and Tories the Revolution meant
re-entrance to political life: they would have the opportunity
1	Halifax, cited from Lodge, Political History, vol. viii,» p. 273.
2	A Letter to a Dissenter, August, 1687.    Cited from Camb. Mod,
Hist., vol. v., p. 235.

